
GLOBAL INSURANCE COVERAGE SOLUTIONS 



Global, pervasive, and ever-changing, risk is a defining challenge for business today. Insurance,  
a long-established mechanism for transferring risk through contracts, increasingly receives  
scrutiny from senior management and board members. Insurance contracts serve as the last 
bulwark against substantial, even potentially ruinous, risk for companies and their directors,  
yet surprisingly, they often receive less attention than other complex commercial contracts.

K&L Gates’ Global Insurance Coverage Solutions brings together one of the world’s premier 
insurance coverage practice groups with leading K&L Gates lawyers practicing in intersecting 
areas of law. Our mission is straightforward—assist  
policyholders across all regions and industries in  
managing and mitigating risk through integrated  
solutions regarding insurance arrangements and  
insurance recoveries.

RISK, INSURANCE, AND THE LAW

What Makes Us Unique?

Exclusive Loyalty to Policyholders 

Representing policyholders requires advocating positions 

adverse not only to the insurers most directly involved in a 

particular matter, but also to the insurance industry more 

generally. Many law firms are limited in their ability or 

willingness to provide representation to policyholders because 

the firms have ongoing client relationships with insurers. 

This is especially true in matters of the greatest significance, 

where policyholders must challenge cherished industry-wide 

assumptions about insurance coverage. In contrast, our  

lawyers routinely attack conventional wisdom as to what 

insurance contracts are “supposed to cover” on behalf of 

policyholders around the globe.

Multidisciplinary

Insurance does not exist in a vacuum. Instead, insurance arises 

against a factual and legal landscape that typically intersects 

with complex liability and regulatory regimes, many of which 

are industry specific. Whether crafting insurance contract 

language or maximizing insurance recoveries, we represent 

policyholders across a wide array of legal disciplines, countries, 

and industries. Our multidisciplinary approach gives our clients 

access to sophisticated lawyers familiar with the full spectrum 

of issues policyholders face. We collaborate seamlessly with 

our colleagues in practices including cybersecurity, intellectual 

property, anti-bribery, anti-competition, environmental, marine, 

labor and employment, securities regulation, real estate, 

products liability, and corporate transactions.

Global

As clients’ economic activities grow globally, so too do 

insurance-related challenges. To meet this reality, the K&L Gates 

Insurance Coverage Team operates through a global and fully 

interconnected platform across five continents.

K&L Gates was one of the pioneering firms to represent clients in  

policyholder insurance coverage. For more than 30 years, the firm  

has created innovative legal strategies, such as the “comprehensive” 

coverage lawsuit, and litigated on behalf of policyholders in the  

United States, Europe, Asia, Australia, and the Middle East.

We work together as an integrated,  
interdisciplinary, and global  
team to secure maximum client  
insurance recoveries.

Our firm has recovered  
tens of billions of dollars  
for clients around the globe  
in insurance coverage claims. 



2015 Insurance  
Coverage “Practice  
Group of the Year”
              Law360

Our Integrated Solutions

Risk Mitigation

Working with colleagues in other practices, 

our insurance coverage team helps mitigate 

risk by analyzing, drafting, and negotiating 

insurance contracts. We look not only at the 

specific terms of the contract, but we have 

awareness of the larger context, knowing 

from firsthand experience how policy 

language is actually applied when coverage 

battles are fought. Taking a proactive 

approach through fixed price insurance 

program reviews, annual insurance 

checkups, and other innovative projects 

leads to improved insurance policy  

wording and may enhance recoveries when 

claims arise.

RISK MITIGATION
•  Review, Draft, and 

Negotiate Contracts

•  Annual Insurance  
Checkup

CLAIMS RECOVERY
•  Position the Claim

•  Comply with  
Conditions and  
Preserve Rights

•  Early Consensual 
Resolution

•  Arbitration

TRANSACTIONS AND  
RELATED MATTERS
•  Due Diligence:  

Assessing Insurance 
Assets

•  Effective Transfer of 
Existing Insurance  
Assets: Avoiding  
the Pitfalls

•  Deal Specific  
Products and  
Coverages

•  Mediation

•  Litigation

Claims Recovery

Our firm has recovered tens of billions 
of dollars for clients around the globe in 
insurance coverage claims. Our approach 
for maximizing recoveries rests on three  
key propositions:

•  Providing Policyholder Advantage 
In any insurance coverage dispute, 
the insurer starts with considerable 
advantage having dealt with other similar 
claims. Engaging our lawyers, who have 
experience drawn from thousands of 
policyholder engagements, levels the 
playing field for the policyholder.

•  Holding Insurers Accountable 
Regardless of the approach our lawyers 
take to maximizing recovery, the insurer 
must know the policyholder has the ability 
to hold them accountable to a judge, jury, 
or other adjudicator. For decades, our 
lawyers have been committed to holding  
insurers accountable.

•  Creating Efficiencies 
Client costs are important in claim 
recoveries. Our lawyers are dedicated 
to delivering the highest quality services 
in as efficient a manner as possible and 
are agreeable to pursuing alternative fee 
arrangements (AFA) whenever appropriate. 
More than 25% of our insurance coverage 
engagements are on an AFA basis. 

Transactions and  
Related Matters

Our global team works with clients and 
transactional lawyers to help structure 
and get deals done. We have substantial 
experience advising clients on the 
transferability of insurance coverage rights 
in the context of mergers, acquisitions, and 
other types of corporate transactions.

With our knowledge of evolving insurance 
products such as warranty and indemnity 
and public offering and securities insurance, 
as well as our experience with historic and 
current insurance issues, we can advise on 
insurance coverage matters in a full range 
of domestic and cross-border transactions. 
When necessary, we can litigate aggressively 
against insurers that contend a policyholder 
has been deprived of its coverage rights as a 
result of an earlier corporate transaction.

K&L Gates authored the  
first comprehensive treatise  
on insurance coverage from  
the perspective of the  
corporate policyholder.  

THOUGHT LEADERS

CONSISTENTLY RECOGNIZED  
by Chambers USA, Chambers UK,   
Legal 500, U.S. News & World  
Report, and Law360.



CONTACT US
To stay informed on important insurance-related developments, view our past webinar recordings, register for upcoming events, or for 

information regarding other Global Solutions initiatives offered by our firm, please visit klgates.com.

David F. McGonigle
Pittsburgh 

david.mcgonigle@klgates.com

+1.412.355.6233

Jane Harte-Lovelace
London  

jane.harte-lovelace@klgates.com

+44.(0)20.7360.8172
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K&L Gates comprises approximately 2,000 lawyers globally who practice in fully integrated offices located on five 
continents. The firm represents leading multinational corporations, growth and middle-market companies, capital 
markets participants and entrepreneurs in every major industry group as well as public sector entities, educational 
institutions, philanthropic organizations and individuals. For more information about K&L Gates or its locations, 
practices and registrations, visit klgates.com.  

This publication is for informational purposes and does not contain or convey legal advice. The information herein should not be used or relied upon in regard 
to any particular facts or circumstances without first consulting a lawyer.

©2015 K&L Gates LLP. All Rights Reserved. 

AN INSURANCE COVERAGE TEAM 
WITH A STRONG FOUNDATION

     One of the  
          LARGEST  
   COVERAGE  
      PRACTICES  
      IN THE WORLD

TENS OF  
    BILLIONS
of Dollars  
  SECURED

      More than
  100 COVERAGE  
LAWYERS in 26  
GLOBAL OFFICES  
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