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I1INOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

1021 NORTH GRAND AVENUL EAST, .0, BOX 192/b, SIUNGTILLD, JLUNQIS B2794.9276 - ( 217) 702-2829
JAMES R, THOMPSON CINTER, 100 Whet RANDOLP, Stite 11-300, CHiraca, IE 6NANT « (312) 146026
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217/782-0610
November 21, 2008

Mr. Tim Henry

Acting Director, Water Division

United States Bnvironmental Protection Agency
77 West Juckson Boulevard

Clicago, Nlinois 60604

Re:  Draft NPDES Vesse! General Permit - Discharpes Incidental to the Normal
Operation of Comumercial and Large Recreational Vessely
Section 401 Cerlificalion

Dear Mr. Henry.

The Hlinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) has reviewed the United States
Environmental Protection Apency’s Draft National Pollutant Discharge Eliminaliou
System (NPDES) generul permait for Dischavges Incidental o the Normal Operation of
Comnercial and Large Recreational Vessels (Vessel General I'ermit) pursnant tn
certification under Seclion 401 of the Clcan Water Act. The Vessel General Permit as
drafted covers all discharges [fom commercial ond large recreational vessels, as defined
in the permit, that take place within all waters of the State of [llinofs. .

The INinois Bavironmental Prolection Agency hereby certities that the dratt Vessel
Guuersd Penuill will comply with llinois Water (Juality Standards pursnant to Scction
401 ot the Clean Water Act. Ihis certification is issucd subjoct to the following
conditions:

1. Discharges of wastestreams containing Bivaccumulative Chendvals of Concern
(BCCs) frum vessels covered by thie Vessel General Permit shall be consistent
willi the provisions of 35 Ll Adm. Code 302,54, 302.521, and 302.530.

2. All discharges to Waters of the State from vessels covered by the Vessel General
Permit shall not cause a violation of Illinois Water Quality Stundardy, ax foumd ul
35 Il Adn. Code Part 302 or effluent standurds, as found at 35 I, Adm. Code
Purl 304.

3. No cfilucat from any vessel covered by the Vessel General Permit shall contain
settleablo nolids, floatiog debris, visible oil, prease, scum or sludge solids. Coler,
odor and turbidity musl be reduced to below obvious levels, pursuant to 35 111,
Adm. Code 304.106,
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Any vessel covered by the Vessel General Permit discharging ballast water
employing ballast water trcatment systermns using chlorine shall not cxeeed o
maximum fotal residual chlorine Init of 0.05 my/l. The usage of other biocides
shall not causc u violation of applivable water guality standards and shall not be
dischurged ju conceabiztions considered to be toxic or harmful (o aquatic life,
pursuant to 35 LI Adm. Code 382,210, 302410 and 302.540.

The discharge from any vessel covered by the Vessel General Permit shall be free
from any substances or combination of substances in concentrations wxic or
harmful to human health, or (0 anitnal, plant or ayuatic life, pusuant to 35 11
Adm. Code 302.210, 302,410 and 302.540,

No bilge or hallast water from vessels covererd by the Vessel General Permit
which fails to mect the ¢ffluent standards of Part 304 shall be discharged to waters
of the State pursuant w 35 I1l, Adm, Code 308,103,

Except us provided in Condilon No. 8, discharges of ballast water trom vessels
covered by the Vesscl General Permit to the HHlinois portion of T.ake Michigan
must raeet the Internatiomal Maritime Organization cortified treatment standord

according to the following schedule:

& For vessels constructed prior to January 1, 2012, weeting the applicability
criteria in the fuderal NPDES peunit, treatment shall be installed and
operational to mcet the performance standards for arganisms included in
‘Table A by Jammary |, 201 6.

b. Tor vessels constructed afier January 1, 2012, mexting the applicability
ctiteria in the federal NPDES purmi, treatinent shiall be (nstalled and
operational L weel the peformance standards for organisms included in
Table A prior to commencement of vessel operation.

‘Iable A. Hiological Performance Standards for Ballnst Water Treatment Technology

Paramcter ) Limit Limit Type Sample
Type
Organisms =>50um in minimum | <10 viable /in’ Daily average | Composite
dimension N ]
Orgamisim 10-50 w in <10 viable /ml 1aily average | Composite
mininium dimension .
| Dscherichia coliform . ..1<250¢fu/100ml | Daily average | Composito
| Intestinal enterocooci <100 cfu /100 ml | Daily average | Composite

Analysis required by (he above table shall be performed consistent willi cwrent protocols.
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K.

If hallast watcr treatment technologics, standards or limitations arc adopted or
approved by the USEPA, the U.S. Coost Guard, or other duly authori zed Federal
Agency and incorporated into the Vessel General Permit, the Agency will review
the new or modified Vessel General Permit to ensure compliance with applicable
Tilinots laws and repulalions. Based on thut review, the Ageucy will waive,
modify the existiug cerlification o1 issue a new ceitification pursuant to Section
401 of the Clean Water Act.

Discharges of blackwator and groywater from vessels covered by the USEPA
Vessel General Permit ere prohibited in waters of the State of lllinois.

10. IT the IEPA detenuines thut vessel dischiapes coveged by the Vessel General

11.

Permit cannot comply with the conditions of this certification or the: lilinnis Water
Quality Standards, then (his cerfification may he amended to include difforent
Jimitations, conditions, or requirements which are consistent with applicable laws,
regulations, or judicial orders. The Agency will public notico any proposed
amendments to this certification.

The issuance of this catification pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act
dots not release any clischarpers fram responsihilitics ar lishilitics for past or
future violations of federal, state, or local laws or regulations, nor does it release
any potentinl dischargers from the responsibility of obtaining permits, including
any from the IEPA, or other approvals from other units of government as may be
required by luw,

Should you have any questions or comments regarding the content of this Ictter, pleasc
eontact me or Varin [.eCrone of my staff at the above telephone number and oddress.

Sincerely,

Alan Keller, K.
Manager, Permit Scetion
Division of Water Pollution Control
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