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NEW CONSULTATIONS FOR THE INTERPRETATION 
OF THE GDPR INITIATED BY FRENCH DATA 
PROTECTION AUTHORITY ON THE CONCEPTS OF 
"TRANSPARENCY" AND "INTERNATIONAL DATA 
TRANSFERS"

Date: 16 October 2017

French Data Protection, Privacy, and Security Alert

By: Claude-Étienne Armingaud

In June 2017, the Article 29 Working Party – the gathering the all Member States' Data Protection Authorities 
(DPAs) – announced that the five last guidelines to be adopted as companion pieces to the General Data 
Protection Regulation (“GDPR”) would be published in December 2017. Further to this announcement, the French 
DPA, the CNIL, is now seeking the contributions of the relevant stakeholders impacted by two out of five topics, 
whether they be sole or joint “data controllers”, “data processors” or “data subjects”.

The expected European Guidelines will address the notions of (i) consent, (ii) profiling, (iii) data breaches, (iv) 
transparency and (v) international data transfers are expected. However, only the last two topics are currently – 
and until October 19th – subject to the CNIL's scrutiny, as the earlier have been previously addressed this year.

Firstly, Transparency, laid down in Chapter 3, Section 1 of GDPR, refers to the disclosure of clear, intelligible and 
easily accessible information concerning the processing of personal data, as well as the facilitation of the exercise 
of data subjects' rights.

Secondly, international transfers of personal data towards countries not offering an “adequate level of protection” 
of personal data should be subjected to specific arrangements in order to preserve data subjects' rights.

Although these two topics had been previously addressed in Directive 95/46, the implementation of the GDPR is a 
good opportunity for stakeholders to provide practical questions about the interpretation and enforcement of the 
GDPR provisions.

K&L Gates' Data Protection team remains at your disposal to assist you in the completion of your contributions.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32016R0679&from=FR
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This publication/newsletter is for informational purposes and does not contain or convey legal advice. The 
information herein should not be used or relied upon in regard to any particular facts or circumstances without first 
consulting a lawyer. Any views expressed herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the law 
firm's clients.


