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OVERVIEW

Thomas Holt is a partner in the firm's Boston and Washington D.C. offices, concentrating in complex civil 
litigation, international arbitration, and internal investigations. He advises foreign and domestic clients in the 
development and execution of risk management strategies, corporate governance, and regulatory compliance. He 
has served on K&L Gates' firm wide management committee.

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Recognized in The Best Lawyers in America® 2023 for work in Commercial Litigation

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

Co-Head, SovereigNET, a global network for policy research and analysis on the role of sovereign institutional 
investment and global capital at The Fletcher School, Tufts University. Senior Fellow, Center for Emerging Market 
Enterprises, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University. Adjunct Professor of Law at The 
Fletcher School, Tufts University. Member of The Fletcher School, Tufts University, Board of Advisors.

Member of the Advisory Subcommittee on Climate (Council on Climate), Export-Import Bank of the United 
States. 

Member of the Board of Directors of the New England Council. Member of the Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee, National Pancreas Foundation. Former member of the Board of Trustees of the Dana-Farber Cancer 
Institute, the Dana-Farber Trustees Science Committee.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

Thomas speaks frequently on legal and regulatory risk management for global companies, intellectual property 
rights, and complex commercial litigation trends and dispute resolution. His presentations include:

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Spotlighting on “S” and “G”: Institutional Investment Strategies for Social and 
Governance Impacts,” Washington, D.C., October 2019
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 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Financing Public Infrastructure in North America: Myths, Risks, Realities,” 
Washington, D.C., October 2018

 Representative of The Fletcher School, Tufts University at the International Forum of Sovereign Wealth Funds 
2018 Annual Meeting, Marrakesh, Morocco, September 2018

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Sustainable Investing through Infrastructure: Building Portfolios for the Long-
term,” Washington, D.C., October 2017

 Representative of The Fletcher School, Tufts University at the International Forum of Sovereign Wealth Funds 
2016 Annual Meeting, Auckland, New Zealand, November 2016

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Bridging the Public-Private Divide: Financing Infrastructure Through Pooled 
Investment Platforms,” Washington, D.C., October 2016

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Innovating to Close the Infrastructure Gap,” Washington D.C., November 2015

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Engaging the Institutional Investor in Global Infrastructure,” Washington, D.C., 
October 2014

 Co-Chair, “Building Bridges: Financing Infrastructure in Emerging Markets,” Washington D.C., October 2013

 Panelist, “Business Practice Roundtable,” The Globalization of Clean Energy Technologies: Firm-Level 
Perspectives and Policy Implications Workshop, January 9-10, 2012, Boston, Massachusetts

 Speaker, “Corporate Governance and Risk Management in an Environment of Heightened Uncertainty,” 
Waseda University, Tokyo, June 2011

 Chair, “Reactivating U.S.—Japan Relations in a Changing Asia,” co-sponsored by the U.S. Japan Research 
Institute, K&L Gates, and The Fletcher School, Washington, D.C., February 2011

 Panelist, “Best Practices in Crisis & Risk Management in Today's Political Environment,” JCAW Japan 
Commerce Association of Washington, D.C., Inc., October 26, 2010, Washington, D.C.

 Panelist, “Global Legal Compliance and Risk Management Strategies for Japanese & Asian Corporations,” 
The Fletcher School, Tufts University, November 5, 2010, Boston, Massachusetts

 Panelist, “Where's The Smart Money? Placing Your Bets with Multinationals vs. Emerging Market 
Enterprises,” The Fletcher School, Tufts University, December 1, 2010, Boston, Massachusetts

EDUCATION

 B.A., Trinity College - Dublin, (Hons)

 J.D., Boston College Law School, (Articles Editor, Boston College International and Comparative Law 
Review)

 M.A., Tufts University - The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy

 M.A.L.D., Tufts University - The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy



Thomas F. Holt, Jr.  |  3

ADMISSIONS

 Bar of District of Columbia

 Bar of Massachusetts

 Bar of Rhode Island

 Supreme Court of the United States

 United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

 United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit

 United States Court of Appeals for the First Circuit

 United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit

 United States District Court for the District of Columbia

 United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts

 United States District Court for the District of Rhode Island

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP POWERED BY HUB

 4 May 2020, COVID-19: Class Actions in Session

 18 October 2018, BUILDING BRIDGES VI: Financing Public Infrastructure in North America: Myths,

NEWS & EVENTS

 25 October 2023, Building Bridges 2.0: Unlocking Climate Capital - For People, Planet, and Profit

 18 August 2022, More Than 350 K&L Gates Lawyers Named Among 2023 Best Lawyers in America, Ones to 
Watch 

 August 2020, K&L Gates Lawyers Provide Insights on Impact of COVID-19 Across Various Industries

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Commercial Disputes

 International Arbitration

 IP Litigation

 White Collar Defense and Investigations
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REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

 Counsel for global EPC contractor in a multi-billion dollar construction arbitration involving one of the largest 
refineries in South America. The dispute is currently pending before the International Chamber of Commerce

 Rhode Island Economic Development Corporation v. Wells Fargo Securities, LLC, et al., Providence County 
Superior Court, Civil Action No. PB12-5616. Lead trial counsel for defendant, Wells Fargo, in litigation arising 
out of the 38 Studios matter.

 Axcelis Technologies, Inc. v. Applied Materials, Inc.; United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 01-10029-DPW.  Lead trial counsel for plaintiff in patent infringement suit for 
a patent covering an ion accelerator using alternating electric fields to accelerate ions for implantation into a 
semiconductor to form specified integrated circuits.  After two week jury trial and entry of judgment, case 
settled on terms favorable to K&L Gates’ client.

 BASF Corporation and BASF Bioresearch Corporation v. Smith Hinchman & Grylls Associates, Inc.; United 
States District Court for the District Court of Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 96-40022.  Lead trial counsel on 
behalf of BASF in a $16 million claim against a national architectural and engineering firm arising out of a 
dispute over the design of BASF’s global biotechnology center. A settlement favorable to K&L Gates’ client 
was ultimately reached less than five months after the complaint was filed.

 Boston Edison/NSTAR representation. Served as primary outside counsel to Boston’s largest public utility for 
more than 10 years in connection with all land takings occasioned by the Central Artery/Third Harbor Tunnel, 
the so-called “Big Dig” project. Negotiated over $100 million in settlements on behalf of Boston 
Edison/NSTAR, as well as a myriad of related construction, development and mitigation agreements.

 Colonial Pipeline Company, et al. v. Driggs Corporation, et al.; United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of Virginia, Civil Action No. 96-1700-A. Lead trial counsel for the defense in an oil pipeline 
explosion.  At the conclusion of plaintiff’s case before a jury, the Court entered a directed verdict on behalf of 
K&L Gates’ client, Driggs Corporation.

 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, et al. v. Bechtel Corporation, et al.; Suffolk Superior Court, Civil Action No. 
06-4933-BLS. Lead counsel on behalf of the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority against the construction 
manager, design consultants and contractors in a case arising out of the collapse of the I-90 Tunnel, part of 
the “Big Dig” project in Boston.

 Conservation Law Foundation, Inc. v. Boston Air Pollution Control Commission, et al. and Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, 
Inc.; United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 96-11121-RGS. Lead trial 
counsel on behalf of defendants in connection with an action to rescind permits for multimillion dollar 
development in Boston.

 Conservation Law Foundation v. Federal Highway Admin., et al.; United States District Court for the District of 
Rhode Island, Civil Action Nos. 92-538B, 92-677B. Lead trial counsel/Special Assistant Attorney General 
representing the State of Rhode Island in challenge to federal funding of U.S. highway projects.  After trial, 
judgment entered in favor of K&L Gates’ client.
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 Dedham Water Company v. Cumberland Farms Dairy, Inc.; United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 82-3155-S. Lead trial counsel for plaintiff in the first private cost recovery 
action tried under Section 107 of CERCLA.

 Eaton Corporation v. Nippon Pillar Packing Co., Ltd.; Arbitration No. 97-08 Tokyo. Represented a Fortune 200 
company in an arbitration arising from a licensing dispute before the American Arbitration Association and 
Japan Commercial Arbitration Association. Successfully settled arbitration for claimant, Eaton Corporation.

 Extell Boston Harbor, LLC, et al. v. MA Russia Wharf, LLC, et al.; Suffolk Superior Court, Civil Action No. 06-
5358D. Lead counsel on behalf of developer of Boston InterContinental Hotel in property dispute with abutter, 
Equity Office.  Secured preliminary injunction and financial settlement favorable to Exte

 Extell Boston Harbor, LLC v. City of Boston Board of Appeal, et al.; Suffolk Superior Court, Civil Action No. 
04-3340. Lead counsel in appeal of grant of zoning relief to Equity Office relating to development of 
approximately 400,000 square foot mixed use commercial development on the Boston waterfront.  Ultimately 
settled on terms favorable to K&L Gates’ client.

 Frontage Development Corp. v. City of Boston; Suffolk Superior Court, Civil Action No. 98-0629. Lead trial 
counsel on behalf of City of Boston in eminent domain taking.  Secured verdict favorable to K&L Gates’ client 
at conclusion of jury trial.

 Integrated Gas Systems, Inc. v. Marshall Contractors, Inc., et al.; United States District Court for the Western 
District of Texas, Civil Action No. 94CA-553-JN. Trial counsel for Marshall Contractors, Inc. in connection with 
multi-million dollar breach of contract claim arising out of the construction of a chip manufacturing facility at 
the University of Texas. Defense verdict returned after 10 day jury trial.

 International Code Council, Inc. v. National Fire Protection Association, Inc.; United States District Court for 
the Eastern District of Virginia, Civil Action No. 99-395-A. Lead trial counsel for National Fire Protection 
Association in a trademark dispute. Secured dismissal of case on behalf of K&L Gates’ client.

 International Code Council, Inc. v. National Fire Protection Association, Inc.; United States District Court for 
the Northern District of Illinois; Civil Action No. 02-5610. Lead trial counsel in copyright infringement suit 
involving copyrights covering a building code for the as-built environment. Secured dismissal of case and 
payment of fees and costs by the plaintiff to K&L Gates’ client.

 Massachusetts-American Water Co. v. Grafton Water District; Worcester Superior Court, Civil Action No 91-
P-1204. Lead trial counsel on behalf of the nation’s largest investor-owned water utility that resulted in a jury 
award of six times the pro tanto amount originally paid by the taking authority.

 National Fire Protection Association, Inc. v. International Code Council, et al.; United States District Court for 
the District of Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 03-10848-DPW. Represented the National Fire Protection 
Association in connection with a competitor’s various violations of the Lanham Act as well as false advertising 
issues. Secured judgment on primary infringement claim on behalf of K&L Gates’ client.

 Nortel Networks, Inc. and Nortel Networks Ltd. v. Foundry Networks, Inc.; United States District Court for the 
District of Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 01-10442-DPW. Represented Foundry in patent infringement suit 
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involving six patents covering switcher and router technology used to forward data over networks. Assisted in 
favorably settling the case during the course of a three week jury trial on the merits.

 Linda Rezendes-Walsh v. City of Boston; Suffolk Superior Court, Civil Action No. 95-3707-E. Lead trial 
counsel on behalf of City of Boston in eminent domain case. Secured defense verdict at conclusion of jury 
trial.

 Served as lead counsel on behalf of defendant, a regional bank, in a trademark action. 

 State Farm Fire & Cas. Co. v. U.S. Dept. of the Interior; Lead counsel on behalf of State Farm Fire & Casualty 
Company and State Farm General Insurance Company in connection with processing and payment by the 
United States government of approximately $50 million in subrogation claims associated with the Cerro 
Grande fire that occurred on or about May 4, 2000 in northern New Mexico.

 Schneider Automation Inc. v. Cutler-Hammer Automation; United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts, Civil Action No. 99-10052. Lead trial counsel on behalf of Cutler-Hammer in technology 
contract dispute.


