
 

 

 
Competition and Franchise Review: 2014 
By Chris Nikou 

Audio Legal Insight Transcript 
BRR The Government's review of the franchise market could see hefty penalties for 

breaches of the Franchising Code of Conduct.  Chris Nikou, Practice Area Leader 
of the Corporate and Transactional Group at K&L Gates joins us to discuss.  
Chris, welcome to BRR Media. 

CN Thank you and happy new year to all your listeners. 

BRR So Chris, what is the purpose of the review? 

CN The review that's being foreshadowed is actually a review of the Competition and 
Consumer Act, so that follows on from last year's review of the Franchising Code 
and the purpose is to give some meat to the recommendations previously put 
forward, particularly around enforcement of the Franchising Code. 

BRR Well Chris, last year the Wein Review made several recommendations to update 
the Franchising Code of Conduct which weren't implemented due to the Federal 
Election.  Chris, can you briefly outline these recommendations. 

CN Yes, there was about 18 recommendations put forward, the Franchise Council of 
Australia has sort of cautiously supported those recommendations, the key ones I 
think for the listeners are really around good faith and adding a bit more detail 
around that.  Also, the imposition of fines for breaching of the Code that would be 
a new area in the franchise space and also recognising the rights of franchisees 
upon determination of a franchise agreement. 

BRR And Chris, do you think the Wein recommendations are indicative of the outcome 
of the upcoming review? 

CN I think they are; whilst the Wein Review was tabled under the previous Labour 
Government the current Coalition Government has as recently as last week 
indicated that they are fully behind these reforms to support small business and 
would be picking up these issues going forward.  So I would expect that the 
Competition Act will change to give the ACCC some greater regulatory power in 
this space. 

BRR Well definitely a space to watch there.  Chris, thank you so much for joining us. 

CN Pleasure. 

BRR That was Chris Nikou, Practice Area Leader of the Corporate and Transactional 
Group at K&L Gates.  Listeners if you have any questions for Chris you can send 
them through either using the panel on your screen or by sending an email to 
law@brrmedia.com. 
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