
 

Product Liability Coverage—Non-Toxic Torts 
Experience 

Representing numerous clients from various industries, K&L 
Gates maintains an extensive and active policyholder-side 
product liability insurance coverage practice. Many of our clients 
are large, publicly traded companies with national and 
international operations, including companies that manufacture or 
produce chemicals, materials, aviation products, building 
products, medical devices, and mass consumer products. Our 
coverage clients also include mid-sized and smaller companies 
engaged in a variety of business enterprises. 

A substantial portion of K&L Gates’ product liability insurance 
practice involves maximizing our clients’ recovery on contested claims for coverage. Such claims 
typically share several characteristics: they are highly complex, both factually and legally; they 
involve substantial risk and exposure to the corporation; and they are vigorously disputed by 
insurers. Drawing, where appropriate, on the experience of K&L Gates’ product liability and 
class-action defense practice groups, K&L Gates’ coverage group has represented clients in 
connection with a wide variety of product liability insurance claims. A selected list of such 
engagements is as follows: 

• Advised on insurance coverage issues for one of the largest pharmaceutical companies in 
the world for various liabilities, including product liability. 

• Represented a major chemical manufacturer in coverage litigation in both a United States 
and an international arbitration regarding insurance for liabilities arising out of allegedly 
defective polybutylene household plumbing systems. 

• Represented several leading medical device manufacturers in coverage litigation in federal 
and state courts arising out of underlying product liability claims. 

• Represented major pipe manufacturers in coverage litigation in state and federal courts 
arising out of alleged failures of underground irrigation and sewer system pipes. 

• Represented a vehicle component parts manufacturer in a substantial London arbitration 
against its comprehensive general liability insurer for claims arising out of third-party recalls 
of vehicles that incorporated the manufacturer’s product. 

• Represented a leading aircraft engine component parts manufacturer in coverage litigation 
arising out of underlying product liability claims. 

• Represented a leading manufacturer of aluminum products in coverage litigation in state 
court arising out of underlying product liability claims based on allegedly defective aluminum 
alloy products. 

• Represented a plastics manufacturer in connection with insurance coverage for underlying 
product liability claims in Australia and New Zealand involving an allegedly defective 
beverage packaging component and convinced insurer to ultimately cover entire claims. 

In each of these engagements, some of which are ongoing, K&L Gates’ clients have succeeded in 
obtaining multimillion-dollar insurance payments from their insurers and collectively recovering 
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hundreds of millions of dollars. In some instances, our clients’ interests are better served by 
negotiating claims settlements with insurers and avoiding litigation or formal dispute resolution 
procedures.   

 


