
1. I’m a US national coming to the UK on 
business. Do I need a visa in advance?
US nationals do not require a prior visa application in order to 
enter the UK as a business visitor. You can travel directly to  
the UK and ask to be accepted into the UK as a Visitor at the  
port of entry.

2. Once I’ve arrived in the UK, 
how long can I stay for as a 
business visitor?
Business visitors can stay in the UK for up to 6 months in any  
12 month period. The immigration officer at the port of entry may 
check your passport for recent trips to monitor the frequency 
of your travel in this capacity and the length of your visits. It is 
important that you track your time in the UK and do not exceed 
this 6 month limit to avoid being refused entry.

3. What am I allowed to do whilst in the UK?
The following activities are permissible as a business visitor:

attend meetings, conferences, seminars, and interviews;

give a one-off or short series of talks and speeches provided 
these are not organised as commercial events and will not 
make a profit for the organiser;

negotiate and sign deals and contracts;

attend trade fairs, for promotional  
work only, provided the visitor is not 
directly selling;

carry out site visits and inspections;

gather information for their employment 
overseas; and

be briefed on the requirements of a UK-based customer, 
provided any work for the customer is done outside of  
the UK.

In addition, an employee of an overseas based company may 
carry out the following activities:

advise and consult;

trouble-shoot;

provide training;

share skills and knowledge on a specific internal project with 
UK employees of the same corporate group, provided no 
work is carried out directly with clients; and

an internal auditor may carry out regulatory or financial 
audits at a UK branch of the same group of companies as 
the visitor’s employer overseas.

Business visitors are not allowed to undertake “productive work” 
whilst in the UK. See question 6 below for what this means. If 
you are questioned at the port of entry regarding the activities 
which you will be undertaking within the UK, you should ensure 
that they fall within the remit of the permissible activities listed 
above. Anything outside of these activities could be construed as 
productive work and could lead to the refusal of your entry.

4. Once I’m in the UK, can I go and visit 
another EU country and come back?
As long as you keep the total duration of your trips to the UK to 6 
months within any 12 month period you can travel as frequently 
as you require inside or outside of Europe (subject to having the 
relevant permissions for the country you are 
visiting outside the UK). If you are travelling on 
a very frequent basis you should prepare for 
increased risk of questioning at the border as 
to the purpose of your visit and the activities 
which you will be undertaking in the UK. If you 
are going to be travelling in and out of the UK 
with a great deal of frequency, you should consider applying for 
a “Tier 2 visa” to facilitate work in the UK and avoid delays at the 
port of entry when you travel
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5. What should I bring with me when I travel 
as a business visitor?
We recommend that you travel with the following documents:

US Passport;

bank statement or ability to evidence, by logging into  
your banking app, sufficient funds to cover all reasonable 
costs in relation to your visit without working or accessing 
public funds;

evidence of return journey such as flight confirmation;

evidence of hotel reservation or suitable accommodation 
booking; and

an invitation letter from the UK branch of the business you 
are visiting - K&L Gates can provide a template for you.

6. What can’t I do whilst I am in the UK as a 
business visitor?
Business visitors are not permitted to undertake productive work 
whilst in the UK. As a general rule, prohibited activities therefore 
include but are not limited to:

• taking employment in the UK;

• doing work for an organisation or business in the UK;

• establishing or running a business as a  
self-employed person;

• doing a work placement or internship;

• direct selling to the public; and

• providing goods and services.

Generally you should not receive payment from a UK source  
for any activities undertaken in the UK, subject to certain  
limited exceptions.

7. What happens if I am refused entry?  
Will this jeopardise future visits?
When making a future immigration application you will need to 
declare any previous refusals and provide the documentation you 
received as a result. It is likely that refusal of entry as a visitor 
on arbitrary grounds will not jeopardise the 
success of a future visa application but it will 
mean that you have to account for that refusal 
and usually provide more documentation in any 
successive applications to avoid a recurrence.

If you have any further questions about 
requirements for business visitors or working in the UK please 
contact our Business Immigration team for further advice  
louisa.cole@klgates.com or call 0207 360 6521.
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