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COVID-19: UNITED STATES LIFTS CERTAIN 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS EFFECTIVE 8 NOVEMBER 
2021

Date: 15 October 2021

Labor, Employment, and Workplace Safety Alert

By: Adriana Reyes, Brian Graham, Rio J. Gonzalez

On 15 October 2021, the Biden Administration announced that the United States would lift COVID-19 travel 
restrictions for fully vaccinated foreign nationals seeking to enter the United States beginning 8 November 2021. 
These restrictions have largely prevented foreign nationals from entering the United States for the majority of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, the United States plans to lift the travel bans currently in place for travelers 
entering the United States from Brazil, China, India, Iran, Ireland, the Schengen Area, South Africa, and the 
United Kingdom. Limited exceptions to the requirement that foreign nationals entering the United States be fully 
vaccinated are expected for unvaccinated children, COVID-19 vaccine clinical trial participants, and those 
traveling for an important reason who lack access to vaccination in a timely manner.

As of 15 October 2021, neither the U.S. Department of State nor the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) have issued official guidelines or protocols concerning the updated international travel 
requirements. However, the CDC announced that “for purposes of entry into the United States, vaccines accepted 
will include FDA approved or authorized and WHO Emergency Use Listing vaccines.” Notwithstanding the 
vaccination requirement, international travelers into the United States likely will be expected to comply with 
existing COVID-19 testing requirements before entry into the United States.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
 Businesses should work with counsel to assess the impact on their foreign workforce mobility.

 Businesses should expect an increase in employee requests or questions concerning international travel.

 International travelers (including U.S. Citizens) should be prepared to comply with updated testing 
requirements (in addition to the new vaccination requirements) for entry into the United States. 

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/vaccines/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html
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This publication/newsletter is for informational purposes and does not contain or convey legal advice. The 
information herein should not be used or relied upon in regard to any particular facts or circumstances without first 
consulting a lawyer. Any views expressed herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the law 
firm's clients.


