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COVID-19: CALIFORNIA INSTITUTES STATEWIDE 
“STAY AT HOME” ORDER TO COMBAT COVID-19

Date: 24 March 2020

U.S. Labor, Employment and Workplace Safety Alert

By: Spencer Hamer, Catherine C. Smith, Gregory T. Lewis

The state of California is ordering all of its residents to stay home until further notice in what has become the most 
sweeping effort a state has enacted to stem the spread of COVID-19. On March 19, 2020, Governor Gavin 
Newsom issued a new executive order (the "Order") requiring "all individuals living in the state of California to stay 
home or at their place of residence except as needed to maintain continuity of operations of the federal critical 
infrastructure sectors." The Order became effective the day Governor Newsom issued the order, March 19, 2020, 
and remains in place until further notice. The Order is enforceable under California law; individuals who violate the 
Order can be prosecuted for a misdemeanor offense and, if found guilty, receive fines, imprisonment, or both. 

Despite the strict language in the Order, the governor's office released guidance concurrent with the Order 
explaining that it does not entirely restrict the movements of individuals in California. The governor's website, for 
example, states that Order still permits people in California to leave their house "to get food, care for a relative or 
friend, get necessary health care, or go to an essential job." Additionally, Governor Newsom explained at his 
press conference announcing the Order that people would still be able to walk their dogs and take their kids 
outside, subject to social-distancing standards. Governor Newsom also discussed that he does not intend to 
arrest and prosecute individuals for violating the Order, but rather that this Order serves to recognize a "social 
contract" that there is a "need to do more and meet this moment" and to create "social pressure" to "encourage 
people to do the right thing." 

The Order also does not entirely restrict business operations in the state. The Order allows individuals to leave 
their residences "as needed to maintain continuity of operations of the federal critical infrastructure sectors." The 
Order explains that these critical infrastructure sectors are 16 areas of the U.S. infrastructure designated by the 
federal government "whose assets, systems, and networks, whether physical or virtual, are considered so vital to 
the United States that their incapacitation or destruction would have a debilitating effect on security, economic 
security, public health or safety, or any combination thereof." These critical infrastructure sectors are: 

 Chemical Sector

 Commercial Facilities Sector

 Communications Sector

 Critical Manufacturing Sector

 Dams Sector

https://covid19.ca.gov/stay-home-except-for-essential-needs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C58d8riGTNc
https://www.cisa.gov/chemical-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/commercial-facilities-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/communications-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/critical-manufacturing-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/dams-sector
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 Defense Industrial Base Sector

 Emergency Services Sector

 Energy Sector

 Financial Services Sector

 Food and Agriculture Sector

 Government Facilities Sector

 Healthcare and Public Health Sector

 Information Technology Sector

 Nuclear Reactors, Materials, and Waste Sector

 Transportation Systems Sector 

 Water and Wastewater Systems Sector 

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency guidance on these critical infrastructure sectors states that 
these sectors do not only include those entities that directly fall within the sector, but the broad definition of 
"critical infrastructure" also encompasses "a wide range of stakeholders who either directly or indirectly enable the 
functionality of infrastructure systems." 

Concurrent and additional guidance from the governor has further clarified which businesses may and may not 
continue to operate. The governor has since amended the Order to also include "critical government services, 
schools, childcare, and construction, including housing construction" as jobs for which individuals may leave their 
residences to perform. The governor's website also explains that "[e]ssential services will remain open" while the 
Order is in place, including gas stations, pharmacies, certain food establishments (grocery stores, farmers 
markets, food banks, convenience stores, and takeout/delivery restaurants), banks, and laundromats and laundry 
services. Furthermore, the website explicitly identifies businesses that should remain closed while the Order is in 
effect: dine-in restaurants; bars and nightclubs; entertainment venues; gyms and fitness studios; and convention 
centers. Public events and gatherings are also prohibited. 

Businesses and individuals in California may be subject to further or additional restrictions from the state 
government or from local or county orders. In his comments on the Order, Governor Newsom indicated that his 
office will issue further guidance on the Order and that it would resemble what the Bay Area counties instituted for 
their shelter-in-place policies. Furthermore, the governor's website also contains links to measures that other 
California counties have implemented in response to COVID-19, some of which impose stricter requirements than 
the Order. 

For more information on what other California counties — including the Bay Area counties and Los Angeles 
County — and other states have done to combat COVID-19, please see the linked articles and K&L Gates' 
COVID-19 resources page. 

https://www.cisa.gov/defense-industrial-base-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/emergency-services-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/energy-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/financial-services-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/food-and-agriculture-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/government-facilities-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/healthcare-and-public-health-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/information-technology-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/nuclear-reactors-materials-and-waste-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/transportation-systems-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/water-and-wastewater-systems-sector
https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C58d8riGTNc
https://covid19.ca.gov/state-local-resources/#top
https://covid19.ca.gov/state-local-resources/#top
http://www.klgateshub.com/details/?pub=COVID-19-Bay-Area-Issues-Coordinated-Shelter-in-Place-Public-Health-Order-03-19-2020
http://www.klgateshub.com/details/?pub=COVID-19-Los-Angeles-County-Issues-Health-Order-and-Guidance-Prohibiting-Gatherings-of-10-Persons-or-More-and-Operations-of-Certain-Businesses-03-24-2019
http://www.klgateshub.com/details/?pub=COVID-19-Los-Angeles-County-Issues-Health-Order-and-Guidance-Prohibiting-Gatherings-of-10-Persons-or-More-and-Operations-of-Certain-Businesses-03-24-2019
http://www.klgateshub.com/categorylisting/?series=Responding+to+COVID-19
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This publication/newsletter is for informational purposes and does not contain or convey legal advice. The 
information herein should not be used or relied upon in regard to any particular facts or circumstances without first 
consulting a lawyer. Any views expressed herein are those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of the law 
firm's clients.


