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OVERVIEW

Charles (Charlie) Malone, a partner in the firm's Nashville office, is a trial lawyer who focuses his practice on 
complex commercial litigation, professional liability defense, and catastrophic personal injury and wrongful death 
claims. Charlie tries jury and bench trials in federal and state courts as well as litigates disputes before arbitration 
panels and other quasi-judicial and regulatory bodies. Additionally, Charlie has developed significant experience 
conducting internal investigations on behalf of special committees of corporate boards of directors. Charlie's 
extensive experience and areas of focus include:

 federal and state court shareholder derivative and fiduciary duty litigation in the context of both public and 
private companies;

 business fraud, breach of contract, business / joint venture divorce, and insurance coverage claims in federal 
and state court and in arbitration;

 restrictive covenant, non-compete, unfair competition, and trade secret litigation;

 service as investigatory and advisory counsel to special litigation committees and other committees of boards 
of directors;

 catastrophic personal injury and wrongful death litigation on behalf of both plaintiffs and defendants; and

 representation of local, regional and national law firms and their lawyers in a variety of claims and in 
regulatory proceedings before state agencies.

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Best Lawyers in America® - Commercial Litigation, 2013–2022

 Super Lawyers® - Mid-South Super Lawyers, Business Litigation, 2017–2020

 America's Top 100 Bet-The-Company Litigators® - 2017

 Nashville Bar Foundation, Fellow 
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PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 Tennessee Bar Association 

 Nashville Bar Association

 American Bar Association
 

EDUCATION

 J.D., Vanderbilt Law School, 2003

 B.S., Wake Forest University, 1999

ADMISSIONS

 Bar of Tennessee

 United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit

 United States District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee

 United States District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP POWERED BY HUB

 11 October 2022, Litigation Minute: Earn-Out Provisions

NEWS & EVENTS

 18 August 2022, More Than 350 K&L Gates Lawyers Named Among 2023 Best Lawyers in America, Ones to 
Watch 

 19 August 2021, Nearly 300 K&L Gates Lawyers Named Among 2022 Best Lawyers in America, Ones to 
Watch

 3 February 2021, K&L Gates Launches Nashville Office with Hire of 25+ Lawyers

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Commercial Disputes

 Construction and Infrastructure Dispute Resolution

 Financial Institutions and Services Litigation



Charles I. Malone  |  3

 Health Care Payor-Provider Disputes (U.S.)

 Internal Investigations

 Professional Liability

 Securities and Transactional Litigation

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

 Represented multinational investment bank and financial services company in litigation stemming from 
alleged claims of tortious interference and misappropriation of trade secrets, including in the United States 
District Court for the Middle District of Tennessee and the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit.

 Representation of a national hospital company in an arbitration over a spin-off merger, following which the 
newly-created company asserted claims in excess of US$400 million stemming from the spin-off, in addition 
to claims and counterclaims related to certain transition services agreements.  

 Representation of the seller in an asset merger in a federal court lawsuit seeking tens of million of dollars of 
post-merger purchase price adjustments based on fraud and contract claims.  

 Representation of a partner in a limited partnership in state court litigation seeking tens of millions dollars in 
damages for alleged breaches of fiduciary duty in connection the development of a national hotel chain.

 Representation of investor in and director of a restaurant company in defense of a shareholder derivative 
lawsuit for breach of fiduciary duty, direct claims by certain shareholders, and a Fair Labor Standards Act 
collective action.  

 Representation of a national retail company in a commercial dispute alleging breach of contract and a variety 
of business torts with regards to a US$400 million insurance program for extended warranties on consumer 
electronics in Delaware Chancery Court and in subsequent confidential arbitration.  

 Representation of current and former officers and directors of publicly-traded companies in purported 
securities fraud suits.

 Representation of a joint venture partner in a preliminary injunction action alleging breach of contract, a 
variety of business torts (including unfair competition and deceptive trade practices), and trademark 
infringement in the context of an alleged national distributorship requirements contract.    

 Representation of a healthcare company in a 15-year False Claims Act case seeking damages of hundreds of 
millions of dollars based on alleged claims of false billing practices.  

 Representation of a community hospital in Kentucky against its insurance carrier for bad faith claims handling 
and breach of contract, stemming from a medical malpractice verdict that was millions of dollars in excess of 
policy limits.
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 Representation of a plaintiff against an insurance conglomerate in claims for breach of contract and business 
torts relating to a workers’ compensation insurance program that was developed by the plaintiff and rolled out 
on a national basis by the insurance conglomerate.  

 Representation of a nationwide construction materials distributor in a suit against its chief competitor over 
unlawful recruiting.

 Service as investigatory and advisory counsel for the special litigation committee of the board of directors of a 
national retailer after certain of its officers and directors and its independent auditor were sued in three 
separate shareholder derivative lawsuits based on alleged misconduct related to vendor markdown 
allowances, lease accounting issues, and the restatement of financials.

 Service as investigatory and advisory counsel for the special litigation committee of the board of directors of a 
developmental biotech company after certain officers and directors were sued in a shareholder derivative 
lawsuit based on alleged improper compensation awards in the form of cash bonuses and stock option 
grants.  

 Service as investigatory and advisory counsel for a special review committee of the board of directors of a 
national bank after the bank received a shareholder demand letter alleging that certain officers and directors 
of the bank had received unlawful incentive compensation in excess of $20 million based on unsustainable 
and fictitious financial results. 

 Representation of local, regional and national lawyers and law firms in a variety of matters (both public and 
confidential), including but not limited to defense of claims for malpractice, employment discrimination, 
defamation, business torts and in regulatory proceedings before state agencies.

 Representation of plaintiffs and defendants in catastrophic personal injury and wrongful death claims involving 
explosions, truck wrecks, medical malpractice, and other torts.


