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OVERVIEW
Lucy Williams is a commercial litigator involved in the formal and informal resolution of disputes in a variety of
industries including insurance, finance, property, energy and resources, and environmental consulting.
She acts for LawCover the compulsory professional indemnity insurer for lawyers in New South Wales, Australia.
Lucy also acts for a range of corporate clients including energy and resources companies, directors, accountants,
property developers, and environmental consultants.
She also provides advice about insurance coverage to range of corporate clients seeking to maximize recoveries
on disputed insurance claims, if possible without recourse to litigation or arbitration. Lucy also advises
policyholders on insurance strategies and on the legal implications of policy wordings.
She focuses on providing strategic advice to facilitate the resolution of disputes in a timely and commercial
manner.
Lucy has considerable experience in, and knowledge of, appropriate dispute resolution options, including
mediation, facilitated negotiation and court ordered conciliation.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND
Prior to joining the firm, Lucy worked in the insurance team at a national Australian law firm based in Sydney,
from there she moved to join the commercial litigation team of a large global litigation firm in London.

ACHIEVEMENTS


Winner K&L Gates Womens' Achievement Award, Achievement in Teamwork, 2013

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES


Law Society of New South Wales member



Australian Insurance Law Association member
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS


"So you think you have Limited Liability," LawCover Solicitor Conference, March 2014

EDUCATION


LL.B., University of Sydney, 1995 (Honours)



B.A., University of Sydney, 1992 (Honours)

ADMISSIONS


Federal Court of Australia



High Court of Australia



Supreme Court of New South Wales

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP POWERED BY HUB


18 April 2018, An Australian Perspective on D&O Insurance for Cyber Liabilities: Increased Cyber Exposure
Should Cause Directors & Officers to Take Another Look at Their D&O Policies (Alerts/Updates)



06 April 2018, Top 3 Tips When Considering Directors' and Officers' Cover (Research Surveys)



February 2018, 10 Things About D&O Insurance (Research Surveys)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS


"Company Directors Personally Liable for GST," Law Society Journal, July 2020



"Dealing with Unrepresented Litigants," Law Society Journal, 15 November 2018



"Real Property Changes: Risk Management Tips for Solicitors," Law Society Journal, February 2017



“Key Principles of Privilege & Waiver of Privilege,” Law Society Journal, September 2016



"Social Media and Your Practice: Playing it Smart," Law Society Journal, March 2016

NEWS & EVENTS


17 February 2016, K&L Gates Names 50 New Partners (Press Release)

AREAS OF FOCUS


Complex Commercial Litigation and Disputes
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Insurance Recovery and Counseling

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE


Acting for a global accounting firm defending proceedings in connection with the collapse of an international
investment group with debts of around AUD3 billion.



Defending a claim by a merchant banker against co-investors and their solicitor concerning losses of over
AUD7million arising out of a series of failed property developments. Proceedings settled at mediation.



Conducting a test case for the insurance industry on a "restraint of trade" clause in an agency agreement.
The defence was funded by a leading UK insurer seeking freedom from movement of agents within the
industry. Case ran to trial and settled prior to judgment.



Defending a series of claims against an executor of an estate. It was alleged that the client wrongfully
depleted the assets of the estate by making payments in breach of trust, failing to repay loans, negligently
mismanaging the assets of the estate. The proceedings were settled following negotiation.



Defending a claim brought by a local Aboriginal land council arising out of the transfer and mortgage of land
held on trust on behalf of the council. Land alleged to have been transferred without proper authority at an
undervalued amount. The proceedings were settled following negotiation.



Defending proceedings arising from the sale of a business. Sale said to have been procured under duress.
Solicitor client alleged to have failed to protect the client’s interests in the sale. Claim initially commenced in
the Federal Court of Australia was struck out. Claim currently proceeding in the Supreme Court of New South
Wales.



Defending a claim concerning the sale of shares in a large telecommunications business. The client was
alleged to have knowledge about the value of the client’s shares that was not disclosed. Shortly after the sale
of shares the telecommunication business was sold for a large profit. Claimant alleged a loss of opportunity to
enter into the subsequent profitable transaction. Loss quantified at AUD10 million. Proceedings settled at
mediation.



Defending a class action brought against four major oil companies in the Supreme Court of New South Wales
seeking recovery of AUD40 - 50 million paid to the oil companies by retailers in respect of State Petroleum
Licence Fees which were said to have been unconstitutionally collected. The case raised procedural issues of
champerty and abuse of process as well as substantive issues of the constitutional validity of petroleum
licence fee collection legislation. The claim against Ms. William's client was successfully negotiated on the
basis of a verdict in favour of the client. The proceedings against the other major oil companies continued for
some years to come.



Defending a claim by parties to a joint venture to develop a large commercial property. Claimant alleged that
solicitor placed himself in a position of conflict and preferred the interests of one client over another. Claimant
alleged that solicitor failed to prevent one of the directors of his client from fraudulently transferring an AUD3
million property at an undervalue to himself personally. Proceedings settled at mediation.
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Conducting a lengthy and complex hearing of a claim brought against a major oil company by a property
developer claiming losses arising from the purchase of a decommissioned service station site. The case
raised novel issues of interpretation of relevant environmental legislation and guidelines as well as issues of
contractual construction of releases and indemnities. The claim was successfully defended at first instance
and on appeal.



Conducting insurance coverage dispute for an international supplier of building materials against its liability
insurer arising from multiple losses sustained in a foreign jurisdiction, including advising about the differences
in New Zealand, Australian and U.S. insurance law, issues concerning the choice of forum, quantification
questions, evidentiary issues and good faith obligations on an insurer.

Lucy Williams | 4

