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OVERVIEW
Bill Shaw's primary area of practice is complex civil litigation, in both state and federal courts. He has extensive
jury trial experience in Washington state and federal courts. Bill handles a wide variety of litigation matters,
including significant patent, trademark, intellectual property and trade secrets issues, legal malpractice, general
commercial disputes, white collar crime, products liability and toxic torts, and environmental litigation and
arbitration. Bill's practice has focused on matters involving complex technical and scientific issues.
Previously, Bill helped coordinate the efforts of the firm's product liability team. His past experience includes
leading the defense in Washington state and the Northwest for four active asbestos defendants. Bill also acted as
national, regional, and local punitive damages counsel for another defendant.
Bill has defended a number of individuals and companies on a myriad of personnel issues involving interpersonal
interactions and employment related matters. Bill has defended against claims of assault, sexual harassment, and
race and sex discrimination. Bill also has a plaintiff's personal injury practice and has many years of civil trial
experience in both state and federal courts.
Bill has tried cases in five different states (California, Texas, Oregon, Minnesota, and Washington) for national
clients, and semi-regularly serves as an arbitrator in King County. He was also a former public defender (1978 1983). Additionally, Bill has counseled clients regarding disputes concerning rights in computer software and has
represented the firm's clients in software piracy matters.
Bill occasionally presents at Continuing Legal Education seminars. His most recent speaking engagement was at
the Chemical Products Liability Litigation Seminar in Chicago. In addition, Bill and Martha Rodriguez-Lopez
recently published a chapter on “The Expert at Trial: Cross-Examination” in Expert Witness Answer Book, a
publication of the Practicing Law Institute. The deskbook looks at expert procedure and several important expert
related areas using the PLK question and answer format.
Bill is recognized since 2018 in Best Lawyers in America for Product Liability Litigation - Defendants.

ACHIEVEMENTS


Super Lawyer, Super Lawyers Magazine, 2003, 2005–2018
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PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES


Member, DRI



Member, American Association of Justice (formerly ATLA)



Member, Washington State Trial Lawyer's Association

EDUCATION


J.D., University of Washington School of Law, 1978



B.A., University of Rochester, 1974

ADMISSIONS


Bar of Washington



Supreme Court of the United States



United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit



United States District Court for the Eastern District of Washington



United States District Court for the Western District of Washington

NEWS & EVENTS


10 September 2020, K&L Gates Prevails on Summary Judgment in False Advertising Action Against Content
Recommendation Platform (Noteworthy Work)

AREAS OF FOCUS


Mass Tort



Complex Commercial Litigation and Disputes



Environment, Land, and Natural Resources



IP Litigation



K&L Gates Trial Academy



Product Liability



U.S. National Security Law and Policy



White Collar Crime
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