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OVERVIEW

Karin Lee is a commercial litigator who specialises in general commercial litigation and debt recovery matters.

She acts for the firm's corporate clients in a wide range of industries including in the electricity, manufacturing, 
pharmaceutical, retail, property, telecommunications and funds management sectors.

Karin has been involved in various litigation issues including: general contractual disputes, IT contract disputes, 
claims in relation to breach of warranty, misleading or deceptive conduct claims, disputes concerning restraint of 
trade provisions, disputes under lease agreements and various Corporations Act matters involving issues such as 
partnership disputes, shareholder rights and remedies.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

 Senior Associate, K&L Gates, since 2013 

 Solicitor & Senior Associate, Middletons, 2002-2012 

 Solicitor, top tier commercial Sydney law firm, Corporate & Technology Division, 2001-2002 

 Articled Clerk, mid-size commercial Brisbane law firm, 1999-2001 

 Graduate, Queensland Treasury, 1997-1999

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Listed in Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch in Australia™ for Litigation, 2024-2025

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 Law Society of New South Wales 

 CPA Australia member
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EDUCATION

 Certified Public Accountant, CPA Australia, 2005

 B.Bus, Queensland University of Technology, 1997

 LL.B., Queensland University of Technology, 1997 Honours

ADMISSIONS

 High Court of Australia

 Supreme Court of New South Wales

 Supreme Court of Queensland

LANGUAGES

 Chinese (Cantonese)

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Commercial Disputes

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

 Litigating a significant claim by a major building products company against CSR (AUD40 million plus) in long 
running Supreme Court proceedings in relation to breach of vendor warranty claims and the liability to 
remediate environmental contamination present across five sites in three different States.

 Acting for various commercial clients in the telecommunications sector with various contractual disputes and 
debt recovery matters associated with the provision of wholesale and retail pre-paid and post-paid mobile 
telecommunications services.

 Acting for various commercial clients in making and defending allegations of misleading and deceptive 
conduct claims.

 Acting for both listed and unlisted entities in successfully obtaining the Court's approvals for various schemes 
of arrangements under the Corporations Act (a Court sanctioned corporate restructure procedure commonly 
used as an alternative to takeovers).

 Represented various health organisations including defending a long running NSW Supreme Court 
proceedings concerning breach of vendor warranties, restraint issues following the acquisition of a business, 
and defending claims arising from contracts with former contractors who alleged breach of contract, 
negligence and Competition and Consumer Act claims.
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 Representing an electricity distributor in a significant and large dispute with BHP Billiton (AUD40 million plus) 
under a long term power purchase agreement following the partial privatisation of the electricity industry by 
the New South Wales Government.

 Assisting a software developer and supplier of integrated software solutions to the real estate industry, in 
Court proceedings against Raine & Horne concerning contract deliverables and milestones.

 Defended NSW Supreme Court proceedings in relation to a complex dispute which arose out of a party's 
attempts to gain a controlling interest of a board which was used to influence decisions concerning a multi-
million dollar redevelopment or relocation of an iconic tourist spot in Sydney.


