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OVERVIEW

Periowsamy Otharam, known as P O Ram, commenced his legal career in 1969 as a deputy public prosecutor 
and state counsel. He served in the Singapore Legal Service until 2005. During his services, he served as deputy 
director of legal services for the Ministry of Defence and deputy director of Singapore's Legal Aid Bureau. From 
1995 to 2005 he was seconded to the Parliament of Singapore as the Clerk of Parliament, the chief executive of 
Parliament. During this period, he was also appointed the Secretary of the Presidential Council of Minority Rights. 
He was appointed as Secretary-General of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Inter-
Parliamentary Association, a diplomatic post, from 2013 to 2016. After an illustrious career in public service, P O 
Ram entered into private practice.

P O Ram practices civil and criminal law, at all levels, from trial courts to the Court of Appeal. He is on the panel 
of lead counsel in the Legal Aid Scheme for Capital Offences. In the firm, he heads pro bono work and takes an 
active role in the mentoring of young lawyers.

For his contributions to society, particularly in the area of drug rehabilitation, P O Ram has been conferred the 
Public Service Medal, the Public Service Star, and the Public Service Star (Bar). He is a justice of the peace. For 
his service in the government, he has been awarded the Public Administration Medal (Silver).

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

P O Ram was admitted into the degree of Utter Barrister of the Middle Temple, Inns of Court in 1968. He 
subsequently joined the Singapore Legal Service as a Deputy Public Prosecutor and State Counsel in 1969. He 
subsequently served in various capacities, including as the Deputy Director, Legal Services, Ministry of Defence, 
and Deputy Director, Legal Aid Bureau. He was second to the Parliament of Singapore and appointed as the 
Clerk of Parliament in 1995. As the Clerk, he was the full-time executive head of the Parliament and had overall 
responsibility for Parliament's operations and support for its legislative functions.

After retirement in 2005, he entered into private practice, practicing in the areas of criminal law, civil litigation, and 
family law. In 2013, he was approached to take on the responsibility of Secretary General of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly for a term of three years. This was a diplomatic posting and required him not just to run 
the Secretariat, but also to coordinate parliamentary cooperation, education, and relations between the legislators 
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and legislative bodies of the 10 ASEAN countries. His duties included maintaining relationship with the observer 
parliaments such as Japan, China, and India.

In 2017, P O Ram joined Straits Law Practice LLC. He completed his LLM at the National University of Singapore 
in 1989.

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Bintang Bakti Masyarakat (BBM)(L) or The Public Service Star Medal Bar, 2013

 The Public Service Star (Bar) BBM(L), 2012

 The Special Constabulary Medal, High Commendation Award, 1990

 Commissioner of Police High Commendation Award, 1990

 The Public Service Star Bar (PBM), 1990

 The Public Service Medal (BBM(L), 1992

 The Long Service Medal (PBS), 1994

 Long Service Award (25 years) (Dedicated Voluntary Service in the Board of Visitors [DRCs]), 1996

 Singapore Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, 2001

 The Public Administration Medal (Silver) PPA(P), 2002

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 DPP, AG's Chambers, 1969-1972

 Legal Officer, MINDEF, 1972-1978

 Deputy Director, Legal Services, MINDEF, 1978-1989

 Deputy Director, Legal Aid Bureau, 1989-1992

 Deputy Senior State Counsel & DPP, AG's Chambers, 1992-1995

 Clerk of Parliament & Secretary, Presidential Council for Minority Rights, 1995-2005

 Legal consultant in private practice, 2005-2013

 Secretary-General, ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Association, 4 February 2013-20 September 2016

 (AIPA), AIPA Secretariat, Jakarta, Indonesia

 Consultant, Straits Law Practice LLC, 1 January 2017

DESIGNATION/BOARD 
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 Chairman, Hindu Advisory Board, 1978

 Chairman, Advisory Committee, Serangoon Garden South School, 1996

 Deputy Assistant Commissioner, Volunteer Special Constabulary, 2002

 Member, Panel, Military Court of Appeal, 2003

 Member, Strata Titles Board, 2003

 Leading Counsel, Legal Assistance Scheme for Capital Offences (LASCO), 2018

 Member, Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in Commonwealth Parliaments (London), 2018

 Chairman, Drug Rehabilitation Centres' Board of Visitors, 2018

EDUCATION

 LL.M., National University of Singapore, 1989

ADMISSIONS

 Advocate and Solicitor, Singapore

 Barrister, Middle Temple

LANGUAGES

 English

 Malay

 Tamil (India)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

 Development of Military Law and its Application in Singapore

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Commercial Disputes

 Appellate Litigation

 White Collar Defense and Investigations


